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THE CLIMATE OF ALICE, TEXAS

Alice, named after the daughter of one of the founders of the
famed King Ranch, is the county seat, supply, and marketing center
for Jim Wells County. Located 43 highway miles west of Corpus
Christi and 100 miles east of Laredo, Alice is the dividing point
between the noted brush country and the coastal plains, and also
the dividing point between the border region and the rest of
Texas, Alice is the hub of petroleum and agribusinesses in this
area. A new boat plant, hospital, nursing home, and new shopping
centers are located here also, The world's largest Jersey herd
is located at Sandia, 23 miles northeast of Alice, Jim Wells
County lies on the Rio Grande Plain, and is level to rolling with
both sandy and dark soils, Elevations range from 100 to 400 feet
above sea level, Besides cattle, principal agricultural products
are gorghums, cotton, flax and vegetables, Twenty-five hundred
acres are irrigated.

The climate of Alice is subtropical with dry winters and hot
humid summers, Rainfall averages 26.43 inches annually with peak
monthly totals occurring in May and June, and again in September
and October, In most years March is the driest month, The cli-~
mate is essentially continental, characterized by a considerable
range in annual extremes of temperature; however, air masses of
continental origin play a minor role in determining the weather
in the area, The prevalling winds are southeasterly throughout
the year, so that warm Tropical Maritime air masses from the Gulf
of Mexico are responsible for mild winter temperatures and hot
humid weather in summer, Rainfall, most often the result of thun-
derstorm activity, is extremely variable from month to month and
from year to year, The year 1917 was the driest of record at
4licg. Only 7.85 inches fell during the entire year. Two years

iter, in 1919, Alice received a total of 51.11 inches, making
.his the wettest year of record. Annually, the area receives
about 43 percent of the total possible sunshine, and mean annual
relative humidity is 84 percent at 6:00 a,m., 56 percent at noon,
and 60 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time. Seasonal

changes in relative humidity are small. Thunderstorms occur on
about 30 days each year, and lake, or free water, evaporation is
estimated at 57 inches annually,

Winters are pleasantly mild at Alice, Polar Canadian air masses
push down across South Texas about once each week, but these
undergo considerable modification by the time they reach the
Alice area., In January, the coldest month, the daily temperature
maxima average 68,0°F, and minima of 32°F or below occur only
about five nights during the month. The lowest temperature ever
recorded at Alice is 12°F, and occurred on Jamuary 12, 1962.
Cloudiness is most prevalent in winter, limiting sunshine to about
50 percent of the total possible, Snow is practically non~
existent at Alice. Since 1932, measurable snow has fallen only
three times: in January 1940, January 1951, and February 1960.

The summers at Alice are most often hot and humid with little
change in the day-to-day weather, except for an occasional rain
shower, The hottest days are associated with the presence of
Tropical Continental air masses over South Texas, and are char-
acterized by a near-cloudless, hazy sky, light wind movement, and
below average humidity, The highest temperature of record at
Alice is 111°F, and occurred on July 9, 1939, Refrigerated-iype
air conditioning is recommended for maximum comfort indoors, and
while traveling., Sunshine received in summer is about 75 percent
of the total possible.

Spring and fall are most delightful seasons at Alice. Tempera-
tures are moderate, and the weather has greater variety than in
summer. Precipitation is usually the shower-type.

The warm season (freeze free period) at Alice is quite long,
averaging 289 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F
or below in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F or below
in the fall, are February 18 and December k4, respectively.
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